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Crocodiles 


and Alligators 


Once upon a time, 

crocodiles fed on cakes and honey... 


Jr H E AM M A l W 0 Ft l D L 



In ancient Egypt, 
crocodiles were 
worshipped as gods. 

Ai tiit* time of the 
Pharaohs a whole city, 
called Crocodilopolis, was 
I milt in their honour. 

The crocodiles lived in 
a sacred lake. Their priests put gold 
bracelets on their arms, anti fed them on 
cakes and honey. 



The crocodile £w\ 
was called SebeL 



When a crocodile died, the priests 
mummified it. They dried the body and 
wrapped it in herbs and bandages so 
that it did not rot. 





like snakes,., 
tortoises... 
lizards. 

They have dry, 
scaly skin and 
lay eggs on land. 

They are the most powerful reptiles 
In the world. 

Crocodiles have lived in the world since 
the lime of the dinosaurs. 


Crocodiles are reptiles... 


Have you seen 
tTcrocodile? 

They don’t look 
very fierce 

in the zoo. 

. the wild no 
creature dares attack 
a full-grown crocodile - 
except man. They live 
beside lake’s and rivers in Africa, 
Asia, Australia and parts of America. 







1 1 r ocodiles have 
se veral close 
rel atives: - 

alligators, 
myitians, gharials. 

I l ow can you tell 
il iTs a crocodile? 

I f lie fourth tooth which 
sticks out on each side o 

< ) r a cayman? 

They have a 
black crest 
lx 'tween their 


eyes. 


Central American cayman 


Or an alligator? Their heads are broad, 
and their fourth tooth does not stick out. 



Ora gharial? 

By its long, narrow jaw, which helps it 

cal (lii 


fish 

to eat. 


4 Mississippi 
alligator 


13 


Imlnin ^ 

l; h :i r i a 1 





The noise a crocodile makes is called a 
bellow, though it sounds more like a 
groan. Did you know that there are some 
crocodiles which are four times as big as 
you are, and over forty times heavier? 

A crocodile's skin is as tough as 


armour. 

It is made of scales. But it’s not stiff like 
tortoise-shell. The scales fit beside 
each other and the skin 
moves and bends easily. 


A crocodile has sharp daws 
on its feet- The scales on it* 

(ail stand up to form <i spiky rid^e. 



In dayli^hl 

VV h at are its weapons? 

1 1 : I jowerful tail and its strong 
laws. A crocodile has 
■ > lot of teeth. They 

out easily, but 

when one falls out, 
mother one grows in 
ns place straight away: 

\ tooth can 
he renewed 
|i> limes. 


I hcj haive a piece 
■ 1 f - 1 ret d iy skin at 
■i" corners of their 
mnullis so that l hey 
>" open I hem very wide. 


Ai night 






The nesl is shaped 
like a deep bask* I, 

H ow are crocodiles 

I h i m? 

In l he spring, the 
mother crocodile digs a 
in with her front legs. 

In the nest she lays 

I I if mt fifty leathery white 
■ ■ggs. the size of hens' eggs, 
i’hen she covers the nest 
w illi sand. 

W atch out! A lot of animals love to 
m l c roc odiles* eggs! 

\\ hiie the eggs are incubating, the 
mot her hardly leaves the nest. If the 
weather is hot, she scurries down to the 
water for a dip, then lies over the nest to 
cool it down. 


Vi lor lizards art* very crafty. While the 

m.di lures the crocodile away from the neai, 
the female eats the egfts> 
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When the eggs are 
ready to hatch, after 
1 1 i ne or ten weeks, the baby 
crocodiles call out from 
inside the eggs. While their mother 
scrapes the sand 
from the nest, they 
break out of the eggs, 
using a special egg 
t ooth which drops 
nfi after they have 

hatched. A baby crocodile is- 

the size of a small lizard. 

Hie dash for the water 

Vs soon as they are out of the egg, the 
babies head for the water, They know 
Imw to swim immediately! Sometimes 
their mother carries them down to the 
water in her mouth. 


l-.Utu crocodiles eat 
i i.d I wormy, snails and insects. 
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Do all baby ^ eiE" 

crocodiles 
grow upF ~ 

Jaguars, storks 
nnd even bigger 
crocodiles enjoy 
ruling them. So the 
young crocodiles have a special nursery 
i rea, with holes in the riverbank to 
hide in, where they can grow up safely. 

1 K >spite all tills care, though, only about 
two crocodiles from each clutch 
of eggs survive long enough 
to lay eggs themselves. 
But these two may 
live at least fifty 
years. 


At 7 years old, 
it is an adult. 
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V c rocod i I e swirpN by moving 
its (nil. Only its eyes, ^ars 
si ei e] nostrils show above Hie 
waters 


Why do crocodiles sleep in 
the water? 

Like all reptiles, crocodiles lose 
their body heat when the 
temperature goes down. But 
ps the sun’s heat 
longer titan the 
crocodiles stay all night 
in the warm water and only 
crawl out at dawn when the 
water is becoming cooler, 
and the sun has risen. They 
lie in its warmth on the bank. 

A crocodile can s tay underwater for 
up to two hours. 


It can dose its nostrils, then the water 
cannot get. in. It has a special transparen 
eyelid so that it can see underwater. Its 
pars are protected underwater too, by a 

thin skin which stops 
water getting in, but 
still lets sound through. 









What animals clo 
crocodiles attack? 

Big animals such as 
buffalo, zebra, 
gazelle, smaller 
animals like hyena - 
sometimes they even 
attack elephants, 
but they only manage 
to bite their rioses. 

When they get old, 
crocodiles may be 
eaten themselves, 

by other crocodiles. 


\ doz«n 
crocodiles 
can kill and 
enl a hippo. 


Do they cat often? 

A crocodile can go 
two or three 
months without 
eating if it has to. 
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Crocodiles are cunning hunters. 

You can see how a crocodile 
hunts a gazelle. After lying in ambush, 
it knocks the gazelle into the water with 
its tail, and jumps in after it, 
catching one of its 
legs in its mouth, it 
pulls the gazelle 
under and 
it. It tears bits 
off by twisting 
over and over. 

The pieces 
must be 

swallowed whole 
as a crocodile 
can’t chew. 

Did you know that a crocodile 
swallows pebbles? 

It may do this because the small stones 
help to break up the food which the 
crocodile has gulped down. 
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After it has eaten, the 
crocodile will lie and 
rest, on the bank in the 
sun. If it gets too hot 
it will open its mouth 
and let the evaporation 
from the damp skin inside cool it down. 
Or it might burrow into the cool mud. 

How do crocodiles move on land? 

They crawl or trot, or sometimes, on wet 
grass, they glide, pushing themselves 
along wdth their tails. 


If, first cEa y; you find yourself beintf 
chased by a crocodile, run in /Je/.sik*- 
Crncndiles can't turn easily, and this 
slows them down. 











other 


Each group has its own territory. 

Crocodiles usual ly 
live in groups. The 
boundaries ol' 
their territory 
are marked by 
the males with a 
strong smell of musk, 
produced by a gland 
under their bellies. 


They hi tn_- each 

[]< her iiTid thranli 
with their tails. 


Everyone knows his place. 

The leader has the best spot on the 
riverbank, the greatest number of 
females, the biggest bits of meat. Old 
crocodiles lie on the soil grass, the 
younger ones have to make do with the 
sloping banks. 


The loser lifts his 
muzzle? to show lie's 
beaten, Anil then make* ftff. 
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Do crocodiles really cry? 

If you pretend to be sad, people may say 
you’re crying crocodile tears. But 
crocodiles only have tears in the 
they yawn, or, if they’ve been 
to wash the salt out. 


Crocodiles have the 


strangest 

toothbrushes! 

They are birds: 
plovers . They peck off 
the leeches and th< 
of food that get stuck 
between the crocodile’s teeth. 
Spur-winged plovers 
help the crocodile in a different 
way by eating the ticks that 
live between his scales. 


When danger comes near, the plovers 
cry out h and the emend iEes 
sili dive underwater. 




These animals, on Earth since 
prehistoric times, are dying out. 

Man has almost destroyed them. Their 
skins are valuable, and they used to be 
hunted for them, 
by men with guns. 

Nowadays we are 
beginning to 
realise that 
crocodiles are 
precious and 
irreplaceable. They 
are protected, and 
live in reserves. 

The skin used for 
expensive handbags, 
belts and shoes 
comes from 
crocodiles raised 
on special farms. 

The musk is used 
in perfumes. 




# These products may be 
beautiful - hut 
crocodile-skin 
looks better on 
crocodiles. 
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Now find out about 

All About Pigs , 
Animals in Winter . 
Bees, Ants and Termites , 
Big Bears and Little Bears . 
Monkeys and Apes , 
Teeth and Fangs, 


other Animal World' titles avail able 
in the Pocket Worlds series. 


